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INTRODUCTION

Steedyping, or a gereralizedelief hatwehold atout membersf a ©cial goup, is ©mehingthatmod pele exyeaience(Kerrid, Neterg & Qalidini, 2005). Due tothefact thatthe sereotye maivations far
discrimirating betavior aeusally uncanscousard unidertifiable atfirst, theyare cosidereddemorst ators of impilicit discrimiration. Ore mrticdarareadf steretypingthatis growing in interesappliesto body

madlification, sichas tattms

FewsudiessuchasHoughton ard Durkin (1995) have keencanductedon actwal dscrimiration towardsindividualswith tattaos. Houghton ard Durkin dsorertedthatpreviousregarchdemorst aedunfavorable
atttucdesin non-tatocedpele tovardvisibletattas an others,ard thatdelinquert youthsinterpetedthe peseneof tattasasassciation with ther subcukure. Houghtonard Durkin f ound tha gereralattiudestoward
tatboswere egtive aml there wa aroverwlelmirg agreemeron thesteretypeof indvidualswith tatoas beirg “ bikies,” which is anundesrablesccial categry. Theyal f ound tha pegle with attaswere
ascaiatedwith lower scial gatws andillegal actvities. The high shod agedparticipartsin the sudy evensatedthat heywould crassthe radif they ercaunteredanindividud with a tatbo.

Burger anl Finkel (2002) found that aittaossgrificartly predct high risk betavior s swchascigarete snoking ard drug aluse,in cdlege sucerts, eventhough tatbosare lighlyf avoredby mary cdlege suderts

Ontheotler fard, Durkin ard Houghton(2000) gatedthattattaos fae eenascciatedwith crimirality ard thatparttipantswe emorelikely to pair tre aittaednak wih the regaive descripion, ard leslikely to pair

the tatooedmalewiththereutralor prosceial definition

A suveycaductedn a pevousclas (Suvey of Psyctology: Sacid) hintedat threideathat cdlegef enakbsmayfind it diff icult to agor cachanindividual with a tatbo.

The purpose d thecurren study isto examinethe effectsf tatto preserce ad race batarge on paticipans’ intertion to agor cachtheindividual. It was lypotheskedthat trepartigpartswould be leslikely to
approachatargetwith atatbo, regardessof the etinicity of thetarget |t wasal® hypathesizedthatthe mrticipartswouldbelesslikely o appraachthe AfricanAmericariargethanthe Giu@siantarget.

METHODS
Paticipants
41 paticipans wererecruiedf ram amedium szeduniversty in Eas Texas.All
participariswere femalerd were asignedto canditionsthrough theuse ¢ systematic
rardomization.
Dedgn
The sud/ wasaz2 (ehricity of partiépart: Caicagan African America by 2 (tdtoo: yes
no) f acorial desigh expeiment. The cepencent variate was htentontbo appoachthe
target.

Measures
After gving canert, theparttipantsreceiedanintertionto gpproad quesionnaire that
wasamadfied versia of the Inentonto Behave $ale creatlby Madden Elen ard
Ajzen (1992). It includedquedions sich as:
*Approcaching the individualin the pcture waid be:

Good-Bad Heasint— Unpleasah
“When it comedo approaching individuals,suwchasthe ae inthepicture,l wantto do
whatmaostpeogdewho are imprtartto me wald wart meto do:

Strangly Agree- Strangly Disag ee
*For me © appaachthe individualin the pcture waidd be:

VeryEasy- VeryDiff icuk
*| interd to appr cachtheindvidual in thepicture:

Definitely Do — Defiritely Do Not
The figuresbelov demmdrateshe canbnatorsdf all leves & theinceperdert
varialbes.

RESWTS
The curert study utlized a2 (targeettmicity) x
2 (tattw presene) fetwea ANOVA with 2
covaiatespa ticipanttatto ard perceied
attradvenes d taget.A Cranbachis apha vas
canductedard it wasdeerminedhatseven
itemswerehidly relatedCrabachs
alpha=0856. A mearscae fa the remaiimg
quesions was wedin all suseqient andyses.

Eachmeasredexrareowsvariabé was
carehtedwith thedepermert varialle sores
Twoof the hree mear el extrareass \arialtes
demorstaeda sgnificart correlabn The first
wasthe atractiveressof the targt
demorstaing tha asthe attativenesof the
target increasd, the Ikelihood to agproach
increased (40 =0.398, p<.0L The seond
wasthe peseneof apartcipart tatbo
demorstatng tha the likeihaod to agproach
the tagetinareasdwith the participart havinga
tatbo, r (40 =0.363, p<05.

An ANOVA with two covariats was erformeq
ard there were msgnificart maineffectsor
interactios. Oretrendwas &madratedard it
wascansidert with what washypotheskedin
that hetargé without atatta (M=3745) was
maelikely to be @proatiedhanthetarget
with a tatbo(M=4.386), F (1, 35)=1.892,
p=0.178.
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Althoughtherewere o significart maineffectsr interactios, the treml that wasf ounddd not supportthe hypotheses Theresits demorst aedthat the mrticpart having a aitta increasedhe Ikelihood that heywould
aproachthe peturedtarget. If the mrticipart hada attm, thenthe ehnicity of thetarge with a tatoodd nat affectheparicipant sratirg of their irtert to agroachthe tar@t. Howeer,the etimicity of the airgetdid
matter \merparti¢gpaingin the ro tatta presencandtion, in whichpartiépartsremrtedahigher lkelihood to nat approachthe A rican Americartarget inomparisa with the Caicagantarget.

It is possble that fa participariswho hawve atatta, thestgmaandgereypeof body modification is not assalert asit would bef or participariswho donat hawve tatoas Thetrendcoud al be attrilutedto thef ad that
asindividualswetendi besuroundedby thosetha are smilar b oursehes(Leslo, 2003). Inthe curert study this coud have createdsucorsiousfeelirg of familiaritywith the targtbecage d similar fhysical

aperarcein the tatoopregntcandition.

Retropection indicaestha by incorporaing a maeeeduivalert proportion of pariicipans with tatbos, the terd thatwasdemonstratednaybecane mee pomirert ard reachdgrificarce.Norettelessthisgudy hasgiven
insight intohow cdlegestudent reacto their peerswith tattas It bringsto light how femalesnight reacto a malehat 5 uknown to them gdsdely on their racendvheheror not themde hasa tatog ard has

shown usthatthere isnat mwchof aneffect atleas for cdlege sucerts.

The curert stuly has limitedexernavalidity due tothefac that hesamje szecorsstedaof asmallagerangeof cdlegef enaks. The tres hatwere @émmdratedmaynat be trie fa dde fendes,or those wihat a
cdlege edcation. Fuuregeneratbnscoud berefit fran researctehving deeperinto theisste d race ad tatbosin re@rdsto apor oacling behavor becasethese ardoth physicalattributes hatpeogein a ®cietyare
facedwith more admae eerydy. | belewe that oth of the isuesaddessdby the curert study are stong influerceson our judgment of ottersard tha the aly waywecanbedn to chargescaietyis to find out what

the fixation onrace adtatbosare inthefirg place.
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